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Cardinal VO LSE T. 


To a certain Gentleman, who takes the Cha- 
racter of Cardinal Wolſey to Hi MSELx. 


An E PIGR A M. 


How vain, Sir Knight, 7s thy affected Rage, 
That Thou and Wolſey, in the ſelf- ſame Page, 
Stand charg'd alike *—TheCardinal, tis true, 
Had many publick Vices; — ſo haſt Thou: 
But He 2 Virtues, as bis Foes agree; 
Which, thy Friends own, are wanting all in Thee 
To proud, corrupt, ambitious, and ſevere, 
Still to the Muſe He lent a gracious Ear; 
Learned Himſelf, to Learning was a Friend; 
Himſelf, adorn'd with Arts, did Arts defend ; 
2 all Thy Knowledge 7s confin'd to GAI N; 
UNDs, and STOCKS, and BRIBES, thy 
[Country's Bane , 
His publick Spirit lives in Chriſt-Church Dome; 
Thy Charity BEGINS, and £NDS at Home. 
Craftſman, March 16, 1728-9. 
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Annotations, 
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SECRET SERVICE. 
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XIII His mean Jealouſy of Men of great Abi- 
lities, and his admirable Method of Treaty- 
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Sir Tho. Hanmer, Bart. 


8 
E Honour and Integrity 
RM 125 with which you have al- 
i ways Voted for your Coun- 


$24 9 W, 5 - 
n try's Intereſt, when in Par- 


liament, and the ſteady 
Oppoſition you have always made to 
any Meaſures which you apprehended 
deſtructive of the Liberties of the 
Subject, induced me to think that J 
could not pitch upon a more proper 
Perſon to whom to inſcribe the fol- 
lowing Sheets than Sir 1 ho, Hanmer. 


B They 


. 


iv DEDICATION. 


They contain, as you will ſee, an 


exact and ſuccinct Account of one of 


the moſt rapacious and inſolent Mini- 
ters, that ever Heaven, for our Sins, 
had fil then ſent to viſit the Eyugliſb 
Nation; a Villain, who puft d up with 
Pomer and Wealth, inſult her great- 
eſt Nobility, and tramplec under foot 
the Laws of the Land, ſecure, as he 
thouglit, in the Protection of a delu- 
ded gracious King. 

But to the Terror of future evil 
Miniſters it will be ſeen, that their 
is no Power ſo very great as to be 
always able to skreen him from the 
Vengeance of an injured People, and 
their abuſed Sovereign : No, the Eng- 
/1/h Nation were never born to be ſuch 
abjed Saves, to crouch to any Up- 
ſtart whatſoever ; tis enough they are 
obe dient to the Laws of the Realm, 
and their rightful Sovereigns, without 
being made Vaflals, to bear the Bur- 
thens of their Fellow Subjetts. 

The Excellence of our Conſtitution 
makes it a Bleſſing which all Foreign- 
ers envy us to be born an Eugliſhman F 
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and yet I cen't help thinking, that in 


ſoine Caſes the Lenity wherewith our 


Laws treat State-Plunderers, is a 
Misfortune; and that if an abſolute 
Power were lodged ſomewhere, to be 
exerted on ſuch "Occafions, and oblige 
ſuch Wretches, nay, and eve: cheir 
Fami ies, to make Reſhtiition of their 
-gotten Wealth, it woul go a great 
way towards deterring others from 
ſtriving to aggrandize themlelves by 
publice Rapine, and at the puôlick 
Expence. 

But the Miſchief is, in ſuch a King- 
dom as ours, where the Right of every 
Subject is as well ſecured as the Prero- 
gative of the Sovereign, there are fo 
many Opportunities of ſecreting their 
ill-gotten Treaſure, that 'tis much ſafer 
robbing the Publick of two or 
tiree Millions, than a private Perſon 
of tive Pounds ; for a rich Rogue ne- 
ver wants Fric; ads, whiltt a poor pil- 
fering Raſcal is ſure of being truts'd 
up. 
However, as we may ſee, by the 
following Inſtance, there is no Stabi- 
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vi DEDICATION. 
lity in Greatneſs founded upon Vit 
lany ; Cardinal Wo:ſey having a King 
tor his Supporter, little thought the 
time would come when he ſhould fall 
from that Height of Power, and be 
left deititute of Friends. 

Faward III. was not only a brave, 
but a merciful Prince; but when he 
found his Subjects oppreſs'd to the laſt 
des:ce by a worthleis Miniſter, and 
the Name of Majeſty proſtituted to 
the vileſt Uſes, ſuch Provocations 
rouz d him, and oblig'd him to exert 


the Monarch, and ſhake oft the Ad- 


miniſtration of a vile Prieſt, whole ſole 


Aim was azraudizing himſelf, 
However fome Folks may flatter 
themielves, the Groans of a brave, 
ore, ed, and injured People, will al- 
ways be heard, and find Redreſs ſooner 
or later. Nay, where they imagine 
the Cate deſperate, and think they 
can have no Redreſs otherwiſe, tis not 
unprecedented for them to do them- 
{elves Juſtice, of which the De Witts 
in Holland are a melancholy Inſtance ; 
and I myiclt was an Eye-witnels in a 
popular 
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2 Commotion at Bruſſels, about 
4 Years ago, when ſome of the Bur- 
CN: had taken an Oath to the 
pretent Emperor, which the People 
imagind contrary to their Privileges, 
of the People's pulling down and plun- 
dering their Houſes at Noon: my ; nor 
had they eſcap'd the Fate of the De 
Wits, had they been found. Nor was 
this all, tor the Garriton making a 
Shew of tome Reſiſtance, they very 
fairly pelted them out of Town with 
Stones, and had they fired a Shot, 
would have cut them all in Pieces, 

But that, thank Heaven, is not the 
Caſe here in Eugland, where no Man, 
how great ſoever, 1s above the Laws, 
but, if he deſerves it, mutt have con- 
dign Puniſhment. He may, indeed, 
by the Force of Riches, put ofi the 
evil Day for ſome time, but that is 
only like a Reprieve, Which flatters a 
Man with Hopes, and makes his 
Execution, when it cemes tall the hea- 
vier, as it Is unexpected. 

| hope, S Sir, you vll be fo 2000 to 


pardon my treſpaſſing upon your Pa- 
( tience 
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tience ſo long in an Affair of this Na- 
ture; I flatter myſelt that the good 
Intention wherewith J publiſh this 
Treatiſe will plead my Excule ; had 1 
been writing co any one but Sir Tho. 
Hanmer, | ihould have fruti'd my De- 
dication with Encomiums upon their 
Merits, and great Qualities, but I 
know, Sir, you are as far from deli. 
ring tuch fuliome Panegyricks, as moſt 
of thoſe to whom the y are addreſs'd 
are from deſerving them. 


Jam, SIR, 
Tours, &c. 
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MEMOIRS 


OF THE 
Life and infamous Actions, 


OF 


Cardinal WOLSEY. 


ally if they have been Per- 
{ons in exalted Stations, are 
often of as much Service to 
Mankind, as the general 
Hiltories of any Country 


whatloever. 


AmonssT theſe, the Hiſtory of Cardinal 
Wolſey, Prime Miniſter and Favourite to 
Henry VIII. is fo very remarkable, that I 


flatter myſelf an Account thereot will * 
c 


(1) 

be unacceptable to the Publick, In the pur- 
fait of this Undertaking, I ſhall be obliged 
to diſplay ſuch a Scene of iniquity , As Wil 
alton ih my Readcrs, and would hardly gain 


Credir were not the Facts here related 
COIL +1 Td by S135 ＋ 27 irlt Histo 1478, and did 
NOT every Age DProduce Ex ples Ot Mon- 


ters oi Miuiſtere, no Rive ituck at nothing 
to aggrandizc cheir Families, and fill their 


Coffers. 


To begin then, Cardinal Wo!ſey, the Sub- 
ject of the following Sheets, was born of a 
private Family in the AN. »1th of England : 
His paternal Eltate, as far as I can find, 
was not very herge; but what he wanted in 
th Gifts ol Lortune, Was abundantly made 
u io him in an agreeable inſinuating Ad- 
dress which proved the means of his Ad- 
Val! cement. 


WHETHER his firſt going to Court, was 
meerly by Chance, or on account of any 
Buſineſs, is not caſy to determine; but cer- 
tain it is, ſoon aſter his arrival there. Henry 
VIII. caſt a favourable Hye upon him, and 
it {oon appear'd how great an Intereſt he 
had in that Prince. 


"Tis from this Time we muſt date his 
Grandeur ; for the King's Power being then 
ablolute, no Places or Preterment could be 
obtain'd but through his Means, and on all 
ſuch Occaſions he took great care not to for- 


get 


(13) 
get himſelf; no Perſon who appear'd before 
him empty-handed ever obtaining any favour 


ot him. 


Nor that after his coming into Power he 
ever appear'd himſelf in taking any Bribes; 
no, he was too cunning for that; but then 
he had a traſfy MAN, who was employ'd 
underhand to receive them; and who deter- 
min'd the Merits of every one according to 
the Weight of his Purſe, and not according 
to his Abilities ; Money being the only Qua- 
lification requir'd by him in a Cauditate to 
entitie him to any Poſt. | 


HowEvesR, as he did not arrive at that 
enormous hei it oi O er all at once, to 
which he was ſterwards advanced; and was 
ſenſible, that in caſ of he King's deceaſe, 
he would not probably dy the ſame de- 
gree of Favour, as he then did by the Aſcend- 
ant he had gain'd over him, lie ſeeing with 
no Eyes but his, he ſtudied how he might 
make himſelf neceſſary. by g2ining a corrupt 
Influence over the Parliament, particularly the 
Houſe of Commons, in whom was veſted the 
Power of granting Subſidies, * 


AccoRDINGLY he intro ſuced Corruption 
barer faced, and Votes were openly bought 
and ſold; nay, even Pamphlets were pub— 
lickly written in defence of Bribery, whic 1 was 
, maintain*d to be neceſſary for the ſapporr ot | 
the Government, | 
C SUC 1 
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Soc Poſitions as theſe being advanced ſo 
publickly did him no great Service, with 
thinking Men, who law plainly that intro- 
ducing Corruption op<niy, was intallibly paving 
the Way for Slavery, if ever an enterprizing 
Monarch {ſhould think proper to make an 
Attempt upon the Liberties of his Subjects, 
ſince if he cou'd corrapt rhe Repreſentatives of 
the People. he might be ſure not to meet with 
any Oppoſition to his Deſigns. 


HERTVeoN they reſolved to join together 
to deftroy Hel; bur being clear: ſighted 
enough to ſee that it would be in vain to 


attempt it during his continuance in favour 


wich the King, they waited impatiently for 
the time when the King ſhould fee into his 
Deſign. 


Bor before we proceed any farther, it will 
be proper to give an account by what Steps 
Wo!ſey mounted to that exorbitant height of 
Power to which he atterwards came to the 
Amazement as well as Terror of the whole 
Kingdom. 


He had not been long with the King, be- 
fore his Majeſty (not knowing his Inten- 
tions) began to load him with Favours, 
and conferr'd upon him divers Employments, 
of Value; by which means he was enabled 
ro create a Dependance upon himſeit, and 
| ON | an 
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gaina corrupt Influence over the Parliament, as 
was obſerved before, and is finely and pa- 
thetically lamented in the Play calld, Ihe 


A Fall of Mortimer, wherein are many Paſſa- 


ges applicab e to the Miniſter of whom we 
treat at preſent, which tor that Reaton we 
ſhall quote. 


Sir Robert Holland, ſays, ſpeaking to Lord 
Mountacute, and Sir Tho, Delamore. 


How are we manag d by an upſtart Rnave! 
He rides the Priviledge of Peers and Commons; 
For who in Parliament ſpeaks not his Thoughts, 


Maſt ne er expect a ſmiling look from Court. 


Having gained this Influence, and thereby, 
as he imagin'd, made himſelt neceſſary to 
the Government, which could have no Mo- 
ney but thro? his Means, he having ſecured a 
Majority in the Houſe of Commons, he was no 
longer upon his guard, but Places under him 
were publickly bought and old. 


As to his private Character, he was a great 
Bully, but a notorious Coward, very Rapaci- 
ous, and at the lame time very Profuſe, Inſo- 
lent, and 1 ain when in Power, but Abject 
and Crouching before he arrived ar Preferment 
and when in diſgrace. From fu:h a Compo- 
ſition, when ſupported by the Favour of the 
King, who was intirely deceived by his Ar- 
tificcs, 'tis eaſy to judge what Sort of an 
Adminiſtration was to be expected 
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AccorRDpinNGLY all the Nobles and Com- 
monc Who were not bribed were highly diſ- 
guſted at huis Inſolence, and dreaded his ar- 


riving at the Heighr of Power to which he 


was afterwards advanced by King Henry, 
Whole love to him zrew {o violent, that had 
it not been proper to keep tome Meaſures he 
had long before been promoted to that High 
Station which put it in his Power to lord it 
over the People. 


HowE VER he had from time to time 
Places of greater Advantage couferred upon 
him, by which Means he had amaſſed a con- 
ſederable Eſtate before he arrived at the Dignity 
of Prime Miniſter. 


Tis true he took care to have the Treaſury 
pretty much at his Commeza, and had a ſhort 
Way to account tor all the Money he convert- 
ed to his own Uſe, by ſetting it down to the 
Article of SECRET SERVICE; two Words 
that have ſince proved of wonderful Uſe, by 
ſeveral Miniſters : Perhaps they might take 
the Hint from him. SY 


But all his Rapize and Corruption before he 
was advauced to that Hiob Station is not 
worth the mentioning if compared to his Ja- 
ſelznc» and Oppreſſion after he was made 
Arch-biſhop oi Tork and Cardinal, and veſted 
with that Great Power: None but his Crea- 
ture or his own Family had any Employments 

conterred 
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conferred upon them without a conſiderable 
Bribe to his raſcally Agents; by »hich Means, 
in a ſhort Time, he amaſſed an Eſtate ſupe- 
rior to the Revenue of ſeveral Sovereign Prin- 
ces. 


If any offered to oppoſe his Villanies, or his 
ſcandalous deſtruttive Maſures; he had a ſhort 
Way of ſiencing them, by repreſenting them 
as diſaſſected Perſons, and ſaying that their 
Reſeniment proceeded from Revenge and diſ- 
appointed Ambition ; it that would not do, he 
had one ſure dernier Reſort, which was having 
Recourſe to the Secular Arm, and ruining *em 
by expenſive Proſecutions. 


NoR was this all: A ſet of Ruighits of the 
Poſt, Spies, and Informers were conſtant! 
kept in pay to ſwear any Perſon into a Plot 
who was not to be managed otherwiſe ; till 
by his Tyranny he had brought Things to that 


paſs, that few or none would venture openly 
to oppole him. 


WHAT was molt ſtrange was, that Wolſey 
being but an Upſtart, many of the antient 
Nobility ſhould be ſo mean ſpirited to truckle 
to him, as Lord Mountacute patherically 


complains in the aforeſaid Play : His Words 
are theſe, 


What are our Princes? What our Nobles nom? 
Are they not Vaſſels to this Up-ſtarts State ? 


= 


Ns more the Fame of our Nobility 
Be 
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( 18 ) 
Be call'd to mind; who, when uſurping Powers 
Dia but attempt to inovate our Laws, 
Mal their keen Swords like Guardian Angels 
HAY od, 
And kept the Harpies from the ſacred Fruit. 


U-0 which Sir Robert Holland inſtantly 
Teplics. 


Ir it not fatal to reſiſt his Mill? 
, none muſt mile if Mortimer be ſullen. 
Cui on bis Pride — Why ſhould we brook it 
longer? 
Nj don't we boldly tell the King our Thoug ite, 
And male him GREAT in ſpight of EVIL 
CouNCIL ? 


Some Anecdotes ſay, that Wolſey, even 
when he firſt entered upon publick Buſineſs, 
and had an Employment beſtowed upon him 
in the Sate, was grievoully ſuſpected of im- 
be ling Pulli Money, and was accordingly 
conhn'd tor ſome time; but this was when 
he was but a younzſter in Peliticks, and had 
not then learn'd all thoſe Stareſman's Arts 
which he afterwards put in practice, ſo much 
to the advantage and emolument of himſelf 
and Family; and which made it believ*d that 


thoſe who were his Accaſers had not wrong'd 


him in the leaſt, 


HowkEVvER that was, when he next came 
into play, he had the ſatisfaction of taking 


full Revenge of his Accuſers whom he would 
have 
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have proſecuted even to the Scaffold, had not 
ſome of them very wiſely got out of his 


Reach, and others been acquitted by their 
Judges. | 


He likewiſe met with ſeveral other Shocks, 
which were lik-wile owing to to his Haugh- 
tinoſs and Ingratitude to thoſe Friends who 
had contributed to his Rzſe, and introduced 
him at Court, before he attained to the exor- 
bitant Power, which he atterwards exerciſed 


ſo abſolutely. 


ParT!CULARLY, two Lords who had been 
his greateſt Benefactors, having conferred up- 
on him a very beneficial Employment, he 
very gratefully in return, uſed his utmoſt En- 
deavours to ſupplant them, and get them 
diſcarded ; but, unluckly for him, their In- 
tereſt at Court being at that time greater than 
his, his deſign milcarried, and he had the 
Mortification to be diſmils'd himſelf, without 
any Hopes of being re-admitted into Power, 
at leaſt during the Lives of theſe Noblemen. 


By theſe Inſtances one may have an Idea 
not only of the Gratitude and Fricadſhjp, but 
even of the zmplacable Temper of this Up-ſtart, 
whenever he had a Spleen againſt any one; 
for he would not tail to ſhew it even in the 
moſt trivial Matters: A Gentleman for exam- 
ple of an Eſtate of about gooo J. per Annum, 
having ſome Ways incurred his diſpleaſure by 
oppoſing his Meaſures,tho' they had formerly 
LEY | | bee! 


(20) 
been intimate Friends, he could not reſt 
whilſt he ſuffered him to enjoy the moſt 
inſignificant Employmzut, tho? not of the leaſt 
Benefit and Advantage, except of being a 
Service to his County, which Woljey never 
thought ot, but by the Intereſt ot chis Up- 
flart at Court had him fo much as ſtruck out 
from the C o,r:iſ/ion of rhe Peace, tho? it was ſc + 
only a Feather in his Cap, and he never acted 


in that aàpacity. | 
] 
Tus Read will nor wonder that a Man { 
of this Con fen un, and (9 trivazient of Controul, I 
took Care o have neitiier. Judge nor Prelate 
but what Ws firmly nu late tt; accord- 
ingly he never examine 10 their Abilities, \ 
bur whether they would go tho-9nzn-ſtitch t 
upon Occaſion, and would gor flinch « hen C 
any dirty Work was ro be done; if nor a 
they were the M-n tor is Money, and * 
were ſure of being preferred. juſt as Ser- e 
jeant Eitherſide ſays in the Play, call'd, The V 
Fall of Mortimer, to that heliſh Minion of 
State, 
b 
Init a Whip, TI go thoroug h- ſtiteh, v 
my Lord — I'll mae through thick and thin, till th 
Tm made Chi:f Jaſtice, or Chancellor, _ PL 
1 
Having thus by dint of Bribery and Pre- th 
ferments ſecured a Majority in Parliament, the | ne 
Judges and the Biſhops, it is no wonder he | fe 
thought he mig ht go any Lenaths with impunity, | 
as the poor ppreſſed People daily found to | K 


their 


'y 
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their Coſts, there being no Way fo infalli- 
ble to oppreſs a free born People, as under 


Colour of the Law. 


Ix the mean while, Aﬀairs abroad were 
in a moſt deſperate Poſture ; the Engliſh were 
daily bullyd and inſulted on all Hands ; but 
Molſey did not think fit to reſent it, dread- 
ing nothing ſo much as a War, well know- 
ing chat his Talent did not lie that Way, and 
not dreading to hear of the Name of a Cap- 
tain General, whoſe Authority he feared 
might in ſome Meaſure eclipſe his. 


WHR FOR heclaps up a ſcandalous Peace 
with the French upon diſhonourable Terms; 
but to ſecure himſelf he cauled it to be given 
out by his Hierlings, that they were to pay 
a conliderable Sum in Compenſation tor the 


Damages done to the Exzliſh ; whereas in 


effect, he firſt remirted them the Money pri- 
vately for that purpoſe. | 


Tu is however could not be done ſo ſecretly 
but that ſome of the Nobility and Gentry 
who were not in his Intereſt got information 
thereof, whereupon they cauſed Papers to be 
publiſhed, wherein they gave Notice to the 
People of this ſcandalous Trafick, and redicul'd 
the Mcaſures and the Peace in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that it put Molſey at his Wits End, 
tearing ſome of rhoſe Papers might by ſome 
Means or other fall into the Hands of the 
King, and open his Majeſty's Eyes ſo effectu- 
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ally, that he might ſee through his Male 
Practices, and diſcard him inſtantly with 
Injamy.. | 


As he had long dreaded this, he had taken 
great Care to ſuiter none to approach King 
Henry but his own Creatures, but leſt that 
ſhould not be ſufficient, he thought it proper 
to take likewile into his Pay an Army of Scrib- 
blers, who were to anſwer whatever ſhould 
be written againſt him, defend his Blunders, 
and vilify his Adverſaries in a Manner hardly 
fit for Billing ſgate. 


AccoRDiNGLy the whole Poſſe take Pen 
in Hand, and begin their Attacks according to 
their jeveral Parts alſian'd them, but ſo lame 
were their Performances, that they only expoſed 
their Patron the more, and made him the Laugh. 
ing-· Stock of all People of common Senſe, | 


ENRAGED at this Diſappointment, Wolſey 
had recourle to Violence, and ordered all the 
Publiſhers and diſperſers of theſe Libels, as 
he was pleaſed to call all the Papers that ridi- 
culed his Meaſures, to be ſeverely profe- 
cuted. 88 „ 


Hr R EUPON nothing was to be ſeen about 
the Streets but a Set of Spies and Informers, 
who made it their Buſinefs to ſeize every Man 
that had a Paper in his Hand, and ſwear he 
was a diſaſfected Perſon, and 'a Pabliſher of 
Libels ; This had no other Effect but to let 
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the World ſee that he was gall'd, and there 
was too much Truth in theſe Papers, 


In ſhort had it not been for his Bribery, 
and having the Treatury at his Command, as 
well as the King's Ear, Affairs had long been 
brought to a Criſis before they were, and of 
this he was himſelf very ſenſible ; tor could 
he have had any tolerable Aſſurance of eſcap- 
ing without Imparity for his paſt Crimes and 
Enormities, he would very gladly have reſign- 
ed all his Employments, and retired, well 
ſatisfied, as well he might, to have ſecured 
the exorbitant Acquiſitions he had made, by 
oppreſſing the People, and robbing the Pub- 


lick, 


Bur this miſerable Wretch, doom'd to an ill 
Fate, was juſt under the ſame Pr-dicament as 
a Witch, who has fold herſelf to the Devil, 
and when ſhe ſees her Folly, and would re- 
pent, dares not for fear her Maſter ſhould 
hurry her away. 


TusT fo it was with Wolſey, tho? he would 
have ſpent the Remainder of his Days in 
quiet, he durſt not reſign his Power, which 
was his only fatety ; and that aſſoon as ever 
he ſhould be deprived thereof, his Enemies, 
of whom he had made great Numbers by his 
Inſolence and Oppreſſion, would infallibly 
attack him; and as certainly work his De. 
ſtruction, if ever he were reduced to the Con- 
dition of a private Man. 
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Fox this Reaſon he was forc'd to retain 
his Poſt of Prime Miniſter, and continue his 
former Oppreſſions and Exattions, or even 
worle; hoping that way zo quell the Spirit of 
the People, whom he ſaw daily ripe for Mu- 
tiny; well knowing, that to keep a Nation 
poor, and load them with TAXES, is a {ure 
means to break their Spirit, and make them 
ſabmit tamely to Impeſitions, 


In the mean while, to keep the Velgar in 
awe, and force a certain Reyerence to his 
Perſon, he was attended with Guards, and a 
numerous Trainof Attendants; beſides which, 
daily Accounts were publiſh'd of his ſplendid 
Entertainments, and magnificent Palaces © par- 
ticularly one in the North, which not only 
vied with, but exceeded any of the King's 


both for the beauty of its Structure, and rich- 


neſs of its Furniture. 


Nax, the i»ſolent Plunderer was one time 
ſo imprudent as to ſuffer an Account of his 
weekly Expences at that Palace to be publiſh'd, 
which amounted to an exorbitant Sum pes 
Annum ; eſpecially it one confiders that his 
paternal Eſtate did not amount to more than 
cool. per Annum; and even that was ſo in- 
cumber'd, that at his coming into Favour the 
laſt time, it was mortgaged for full as much as 
#ts intrinſick Value: And *tis credibly reported, 
that he could not then have raiſed an hundred 
Marks upon his own Security. 
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Tu abovemention'd diſcovery therefore, 
inſtead of diſplaying his Magniſicence, or libe- 


ral Temper, did him infinite Diſſervice, in as 


much as it open'd People's Eyes, and put the 


ſober Part of the Nation upon thinking whence 


he cow'd have accumulated ſuch an exorbitant 


Eſtate, as could maintain and ſupport ſuch weekly 
Expences. 


Bur his Conduct on this head was full as 
prudent, as it was in all other reſpects; if, 
tor inſtance, he had any Affair to negotiate, 
with any foreign Court, that was peculiarly 
famous for her Addreſs in managing Nezotia- 
tious, he would be ſure to ſend thither the 
molt azqualified Perſon in the Kingdom, who 
by his Blunders, ſhould not only make him- 
ſelf a publick Laughing-ſtock, but ſhould ſuffer 
himſelt to be over-reachd in every Point ! 


AND yet this Wretch valued himſelf upon 
being a conſummate S;ateſman, and when his 
Miſtakes (to call them no worſe) came to be 
enquir'd and examin'd into, would anſwer, 
with the greateſt Aſſurance, THAT HE WOULD 
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SUCCESS OF 
ALL His MxAsuRESs, altho' he knew him- 
ſelf at the ſame time indiſpenſably oblig'd 
immediately to change them, and take others 


that were quite contrary, againſt which he 


had juſt before inveigh'd himſelf, publickly 
and moſt violently, | 
THESE 
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Tu EsE Errors, together with his manifeſt 
Crimes, and his imbezzling the publick Trea- 
ſure, which were conſtantly expoſed and de- 
tected, one would have thought would have 
been ſufficient to have removed him ſoon 
from the Adminiſtration. 


Bur, alas! ſo greatly was the King pre- 
poſſeſs'd in his Favour, and ſuch a coalidera- 
ble Party had he ſecur'd in Parliament by his 
profuſe Bribes, that the very Perſons, who mult 
be his Judges, were as deep in the Mize as he, 
and could not have condemn'd him, without 
being liable to the ſame Condemnarion them- 
{elves : This made them very carctul of ma- 
king a Precedent by which they might one 
day ſuffer themſelves; thus he eſcap'd tor 
ſome time, ot by his Innocence, but by the 
Enormity of his Crimes. 


HE was ſo unſufferably jealous of being 
ſatyriz d, and ſo conſcious of his deſerving 
it for his Crimes, that a Man could not draw 
the Character of an evil niſter, or a ſiniſbd 
Villain, but he would be ready to foam at the 
Month, and falling into a Tranſport of Mad- 


neſs, would {wear that he fat for that Picture, 


and that the Author could mean none but him, 


JosT fo I remember a Story of af certain 
Kzizht, who being remarkably ugly, and pal- 
ſing by a Painter's Shop. where, among ſeve- 
ral other Pictures expoſed to ſaſe, there was 

one 
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one of a Baboon, in a human Dreſs, drawn to 
the Life, flew into a moſt rediculous Paſſion, 
and abuſing the Limner atter an unwarranta- 
ble Maner, ſwore he could deſign the Picture 
for no-body but him. 


Tur Artiſt having born the Raight's Abuſes 
a conſiderable Time, without being able to 
comprehend the Reaſon of them, and being 
with much Difficulty at laſt made ſenſible of 
the little Monſter's ridiculous Jealouſy, very 
calmly anſwered ; Sir, I am very ſorry any ex- 
tempore Sketch of my Fancy ſhould give you ſuch 
Offence ; yet, upon mature Conſideration, I cannot 


ſay that your Aug er is intirely unreaſonable ; for 


tale away the Jail, and I have drawn many a 
Picture that has not been ſo like the Original: 
And if I might adviſe you, it ſhould be to pur- 
chaſe this; I can caſil) ſtrike out the Jail; and 


then I defy any Limner in England to draw 4 


more exatt Reſeiublance. 


Ta E Knight then found how very ridiculous 
he had made himſelt, and that the Story 
might not be repeated, bought the Picture 
which had given the Offence, at * Limner's 
own Price; I leave the Application to my 


Readers, and return to the Cardinal. 


Tuts jealous Wretch, whoſe Conſcience 
was a continual Sting to him, grew at laſt ſo 
uneaſy, that he could not hear the Names of 
Sejanus, Rufinus, Eutropius, Stilico, Spencer, 


Gaveſton, or Mortimer pronounced with any 


Manner 
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manner of Patience ; the Man who would 
have been ſo ill-adviſed as to have mentioned 
them before him, would trom that Inſtant 
have forfeited all his Friendſhip, had he been 
before never {o dear to him: And he who 
ſhould have drawn any ot their Characters 
in writing* whi:it MWolſey was in the Zzmith 
of his Power, wou'd have paſs'd his Time 
very ill, if a pack'd Jury, and a corrupt Fudge, 
could have been obtaurd ior any Money. 


Tris brings to my mind ſome remarka- 
ble Lines that are ſpoken in th? aforemen- 
tiowd Play of the Fall of Mortimer, between 
the Queen and Mortimer. 


Queen. Are the Guards poſted? All your Crea- 
tures [launch ? 
Is the chief Juſtice in a murdring Vein ? 
Mortimer, If by the Tools we judge a Maſter's 
SHA? 
No Stat:ſman ſure could boait a Set like mine : 
They are the trae-born Sons of Villany ; 
They ſtict at nowabt to ſerve their Maſter's In- 
Preſt, 
Or Treaſon, Murder, Regicide, or InceF. 
Queen. Ay, ſuch as th:ſc befit our Purpoſe 
well. 
Th:yll ſoon remove all buſy Politicians. 


By this Sample one may almoſt venture 
to judge of all evil Miniſters and their Tools; 
ſince that Man who will not ſtick at Oppreſſioz, 
and invading the Liberties of a free P mo, 
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will hardly ſtick at the horrideſt of Fillany ; 


for how many horrid Crimes are contain'd 


in that one Word Oppreſion ? It a Man by 
oppreſſing me, and depriving me of my Right, 
reduces me to Mant, which brings me to 
Robbery and Murder; is not he equally guiliy 
with me of the Crimes to which his Oppre/- 


fon drives me? Aiid if this will hold good, 
aàãs ic certainly will, in the Cate of a ſingle 


Man, how much ſtronger will it hold in the 
Cale ot a whole Nation? 


VainLy therefore does a Stateſman, in 
the plenitude of his Power, flatter himſelf 
that robbing th: Public is no Robbery, becauſe 
the Public is better able ro bear the Lols 
than a ſthale Perſon; which is true only, con- 
ſidering the Pyllick as one aggregate Body: 
For conſidering every individual of that Bod), 
it is undoubtediy lets heinous to rob any 
rich Man than it is the Pablick, which con- 
ſiſts of 1wenty poor Wretches for one rich Man. 


To return from whence I have digreſs'd; 
I have already deſcribed Molſe) as a Man full 
of the meaneſt Jealouſy or to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, as a Man who knowing himſelf guilty * 
of the worſt of Crimes, imagin'd himſelf 
meant under every villanous Character that 
was mention'd ; but what I am now going 


to relate of him is ſo very ridiculous, that 


it will hardly be believ'd that a Man of ny 
Senſe would expoſe himſelf at that rate. 
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A certain Author having written a Play, 
hein amongſt other Characters, he intro— 
duc:.d that ot a Fighwayman, who had long 
gon on profperoutly in his Villany, but was 
a: aft brought to condign Puniſhment, and 
banged, it is not to be imagined How much 
unenlineſs this lay gave him: inſomuch, that 
a!h ?. it he had cornlidered in rhe least, he 
miabt 5 . knzown that it would be expoſing 
o tlic laſt Degree to p event it's be- 
1: PP he ch uld not torbesr exerting his 
owe to that Purpoie, and accordingly caus'd 
it be fuppreiied Would not any one inter 
from tende, that he ſaw ſomeching in the 
Changer of the Hizhwayman which gall'd 
him? Ceriainiy they would, 

To proceed, his Jealouſy however did not 
only extend to the not bearing the mention 
of avy evil Miniſters of lormer Times, 
or way Carat bordering thereupon 
in a tlay , bat he was infinitely jea- 
Jens Ot au bien ot fine Parts and Learning; 
ino much. et, by his good Will, he would 
no have tuFzred ſuch a one to have appear*d 
at Con 5 11 lets to have cnjoy*d any 
cop hgtab es Poit of Honour or Profit under 
the Government. 


\- CORDINCLY if any ſuch there was, who 
bid to much latereſt ar Court to be abſolute- 
emuved at his Pleaſure, he would either 
Ni him into an hoporrable Baniſhment, . 
O ne 


W — » 


D 

(31) 
ſome ſlzeveleſs Embaſsy, or elle, on pretence 
ot preferring him, cauſe ſome remote Empluy- 
ment to be conterred upon hin, which 
ſhouid require his Atteadance at a wiltauce 
irom Court. 


Hts Reaſon for this was, becauſe he was 
conlcious that ſhould 22 Man of great Abili- 
ties appear there, he would ſoon eclpie him, 
by his ſuperior Genius; his on Knowledge 
being but very {uperticial in every Thing, 
unleſs it were in making up his Accounts, in 
which indeed, it mult be allowed, he as 4 
perfect Maſter. As to all other Points, he 
was as very a Noodle as ever pretended, or 
was ever intruſted to ruin, not govern, a 
State. 


The next Point of Light in which this 
conſummate Politician is to be conlidered, is 
his peculiar Way of managins Debates, whe- 
ther in Parliam nt or in Writino ; his Elo— 
quence being what he is laid to have particu» 
lariy valued himiclt upon. 


WHENEVER then this worthy Gentleman 
tound himleitfpreſicd upon by his Adv eie, 
urging Matter of Fatt againſt him, as Matters 
of Fatt are ſuch ſtubborn Things, as 'tis im- 
poſſible to evade by all the Sophiſtry, or tin- 


ſel Eloquence 1n the World, he always had 


Recourſe to one Argument, which was down 
right denying them; it it was in Debates, tho? 


he was fare to be contradicted the very next 
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Hour; or point blank giving his Opponents 
the Lye, if it was in Writing. 


Tais Method of Argumentation he very 
much approved and practiſed; I preſume 
for all his Aaverſaries inaliciouſij gave out the 
Contrary, that he was a Man of profound 
Erudition, and had found in Homer in the 
Diſputes between Achilles and Agamemnon, 
that thoſe two Monarchs uſe much the ſame 
Diale& ; however it happens not to be ap- 
proved by us ignorant Moderns. . 


HE was likewiſe a mighty Admirer of 
Procraſtination, that 1s putting the evil Day 
far off; for which Reaſon if the Exgliſb had 
any Differences with their Enemies, he 
would put up with a hundred 1zjarzes and 
Inſults rather than come to Extreamities, 
which made ſome Folks imagine him to be a 
very good Chriſtian, ſince he was for practiſing 
that Maxim in Scripture, If any Man ſmite 
thee on the right Cheek, turn to him the left 
alſo. 


Bor this Piece of Policy, as Chriſtian as it 
was, proved of very bad Conſequence in 
the Management of State Affairs, for the Ene- 
my perceiving his p2aceable Diſpoſition, never 
failed increaſing their Demands, and offering 
freſh Inſults, in order to bully him into a 
Compliance, fo that it he was forced into 4 
War, by their repeated Injuries, which often 
happen'd, he found, zo his Sorrow, that it 
| : would 


ce 
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would have been more for the Honour, as well 


as the Aavantage of England to have begun 
with them firſt. 


CERTAIN it is, never was the Honour of 
this Hand at ſuch a low Pitch as during his 
Adminiſtration; and that it ſo brave and en- 
terprizing a Prince as Henry VIII. had not 
been reſolute, and once more rouz'd the 
Engliſt Spirit, it never could have been re- 
trieved, but we ſhould have been inſulted by 
all our Neighbours round, in their turns, 


Tr o? Wolſey (as I before obſerved) had 
an abſolute Aſſendant over King Henny VIII. 
yet it is not to be ſupoſed (although the 
CoxxrueTlon and Luxury, which he intro- 
duc'd into the Nation, had in ſome meaſure ener- 
vated the Minds of the People) that the Spirits 
of all were quite ſo broken, as tamely to ſub- 
mit to be made Slaves to ſuch an Upſtart; 
eſpecially the Barons, who had made ſuch 
noble Stands in the preceedins Reigns, againſt 
the Oppreſſions of Gaveſton, the Spencers, and 
Mortimer. : 

ACCORDINGLY we find that the Earls of 
Leiceſter and Berkley, with the Viſcount Moun- 
ta:ute, amongſt the Lords, and ſeveral PA- 
TRIOTS among the Commons, whoſe Names 
ought to be written in Letters of Gold, 
prov*d continual Thorns in the Side of Mor- 


timer, and at laſt work'd that Miniſter's De- 
ſtruction, | 


TT 
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IT is no wonder that Wolſey, who, be- 
fides his #atreral Cowardice, had juſt Wit 
enough not to delpiſe an Enemy, labour'd 
their Ruin with all his Might. But this being 


a Poiut not caſily to be compaſs'd, ſince the 


Laws muſt have been ſtrain' d to a Degree, be- 
tore they (elpecially the Peers) could have 
been brought to ſuffer, for which he was not 
as yet prepar'd; being willing to ſhew his 
impotent Malice, and gratity his Revenge, in 
ſome meaſure, he prevai:''d on the Mu to 
baniſh ſeveral ot his Adveriarics the Court. 


TH1s was but an impolitict Step in Wolſey, 
fince it widenꝰd the Breach, which was but al- 
ready too wide before, and made all Aa an- 
ces towards a Reconciliation impracticable. He 
ought to have emp oy d them to rid him of 
the br:skeft of his Enzmics; the reſt, when not 
inſpir'd by them, would afterwards have 
been the icls dangerous. 


Havine ſo many Enemies, and thoſe Men 
of the greateſt Waour, Parts, and Conraze, 
as well as Eſtates, it behoved him, one wou'd 
have thought, to have been upon his Guard, 
and to have kept ſome Meaſures; but, on 
the contrary, as his Avarice was as great as 
his Inſolence, in ſpite of his Pride he would 
ſtoop to the meancgt Actions to ſatiate it. 
"Tis true, he wou'd not appear therein him. 
ſelt; but then he had his traſty Agents whom 
he cou'd rely on, and whom he employ*d 
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in theſe Commiſſions, as well as in ſelling 
Places. 


To make this underſtood, I mult premiſe, 
that there were at that time of Day, no Pamn- 
brokers; but if any Man was ſo neceſſitated 
as to want to raile a Sum of Money upon 
late, he carried it to the Gelaſmiths, who 
would lend him at an exorbitant Intereſt : And 
*twas from thence that the Street where the 
Goldſmiths then chicfly liv'd, was calPd Lom— 
bara-ſlreet, the Lombards having been che Ir(t 
Uſurers that ever were known in Europ. 


Bor Wolſ-y not being fatished with the 
immenſe Revenue which the Places he en— 
joy'd, and thoſe he Jold, not to mention ie 
Gl-aninzs of the Treaf ury, pr oduced ant aally ; 
bethought himſelf of this noble Project, ell 
mortiiy 2 which was, to employ one whom 
he could contide in, and ſet him up as a 
Goldſmith, to take in ſuch Pleage as ſhould 
be brought to him, and lend our Mine upon 
them at an exorbitant Interoſt. 


How unfortunate it was for this worthy 
G ulleman, that there were no Frage no 
Stock Jobbins, nor no ange- Alle)! If there 
had, I don't in the leaf queition, but he 
would have made as good a Figure the ere, a8 
any of the Directors of the Sy: th {ca, in chat 
bleſſed Tear 1720; and might have been worth 
as many Millious as he was Plambs, when K. 
Henry VIII. very ancivilly forced him to make 

Reſtitution, 


636) ; 


Reſtitution, A very bad Precedent indeed. 
' Thank God there have not been any ſuch made 
in our Days. 


Tas only commendable Quality with 
which it was ever pretended that Wojſey was 
endued is, that he was an admirable good Re- 
lation; no one, I believe will offer to ſay that 
this is not a laudable Qualification; and for 


my Part, I ſhould be very loth to deprive a 


Man of the only good Quality he ever had. 


Bur it 1s a very true Saying, that Malice 
and Ill will ſpeak well of no- body; accordingly 
ſome envious Detractors have attempted to rob 
him even of this Commendation: For, ſay 
they, Corruptio optimi fit pſſima; When the beſt 
things are carried to an Exceſs, they degene- 
rate into the worſt : Thus the very beſt ines 
will turn to Vinegar; and that was the Caſe 
as to Woljey's Kindneſs to his Relations, which 
at the bottom was only Self love ; he loved 


himſelf in them, and his Pride made him 


prefer them. 


Fox, purſue they, let us but examine to 
what a height he carried this his Xindneſs to 
them, and let us ſee if any one can call it 
warrantable, or pretend to juſtify it: In the 
firſt place then, his Brothers and Nephews en- 
groſs'd all the moſt beneficial Places in the 
Kingdom, without any one' good Quality to 


recommend them, unleſs you will call the be- 


ing related to him fo, 
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His Nieces Husbands were provided for in 
the fame manic! ; nay even his molt diſtant 
Kindred were hand ond, p.cterred ; and a 
Welſh Conzin of his wou'd ' ave carried away 

conſiderable Poſt, from the molt deſerving 


Man in Ex land. 15 


He even carried his Partiality to his Re. 
lat ions fo tar, h o of them having & ſome 
Means or other (I think it was with reſpect ro ms 
Religion) dijqualify'd himſel, from h lding a 
Place of 400 J. per Aunuin, he a#vijed him to 
deny the Fact (though he had often conf ſſed it 
befor ſeveral Witneſſes) and continue in his 
Place, and he would take Care it ſhould be no 
farther examined into, 


LeT any one now judge, continne they, 
whether this is a comm adove Qualificaton, 
and whether the Pablick Affairs were not 
likely to proſper well in the Hands ot ſuch 
a Pack of Blayacrers, 


Wu will ſeem moſt ſurprizing is, that 
his Family was ſo numerous, including diſtant 
Relations, that it will appear incredible to the 
preſent Age, that it ſhould be in rhe Power of 
any Minijter, even tho) the Favourite to the 
King, to prefer ſuch a Number of them to 
the beſt Poſts in the Kingdom, while Perſons 
of the grea. . Parts an en, were inkei?d 
to pals their Days in obtcurity, like private 


Men, 
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Bur (rn cuivis homini contingit adire Co- 
rinthum) Kiſſing goes by favour, is an old and 
true Proverb, that has been verified in all 
Ages; and 1 believe will continue ſo to be, 


to Eternity. 


His IJaſolence at laſt came to that degree, 
that not content with Power and Authorit 
of Prime Miniſter, when occaſion offer'd to 
mention the King in any Affair wherein he 
was himfelt concern'd, he would ſay, Ego & 
Rix mus, I and my Mug; an Expreſſion 
ſo arrogant, as could come from none but 
ſu h an Upſtart, whole Prile had ſwell'd him 
bey cond tlic knowledge of himſelf. 


Nur was this all, for the Commons being 
emag'd at the Oppriſſzon and Grievances they 
abour'd aud groan'd under thro' his means, 
unknown to the King; and his Majeſty being 
11orotd thereof, and willing to redreſs them 
by revokiug an Impyſition that had been laid 
un0n chem, this ;7/olent Mretch had the Aſſu- 
ran e to order his Secretary to give out that 
it was by his means it was revoked, 


Us Retinue when he trayelPd, exceeded 
that of his Sovercign, and he is reported to 
h:vc had in his Train at one time an Hundred 
Lord. and Kniahts. And herein his Pride E 
not io much to be admired, as the Meanneſs 
of the Nobility in crouching to ſuch an Up- 
ſtart. | 
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As Hznry VIII. was a Prince of uncommon 
Abilities, it was ſomething ſurprizing that 
he ſuffer'd himſelf to be ſo many Years im- 
pos'd upon by this wicked M:niſter, and that 
he not ſooner diſcover his Treachery: But 
when once a Perſon, who is himſelt a Man 
ot Honour, has imbib-d a good Opinion of 
any one, ris very hard to undeceive him. 


Wr have an Inſtance how far a Prince of 
the greatelt Sagacity may be impoled on, in 
Tib-rius Ceſar; this Emperor, tho' naturally 
ſuſpicious, repos'd ſo great a Confidence in 
his Favourite, and Prime Miniſt:r Sejanus, as 
had very near prov'd his own De ſtruttion ; and 
had he not been a compleat Maſter of Di/i 11U= 
lation, he cou'd not poſſibiy have avoid. d it; 
for that  Wngrateful Wretch, having thro? the 
Emperor's Indolence, and abandonins himſelf to 

Pleaſare, the diſpoſal of all Offices and Employ- 

ments, had advanced ſo many of his Crea- 
tarcs, that had Tiberius given the lealt Inti- 
mation of his Deſign to puniſh him, before 
he put it in execution, he would probably 
have tound his Power 1a the Empire greater 
than his own: So dangerous it is for a Prince 
to intruſt any Miniſter with too much Anthority, 


To return to the Cardinal, this over. gromn 
Planderer,yhich, daily tatren'd upon the Spoils 
of the Pablick, imagining himſelf ſecure in the 
Favour of his Sovereion, which he enjoy'd 
without a Rival, x TOE to ſtick at nothing 
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(49) 
ſatiate his Ambition, Avarice, or Revenge; ac- 
cordingly a certain Member of the Houſe of 
Commons having often oppos*'d hi- Aeaſures, 
and openly inveigh'd againtt this Malc- Ad- 
m1mijiration, wi hout his being ab e either to 
bribe ur terrify him into S:erce, he laid a Plot 
eſfectually to remove him. 


To this End he cauſed a ſcandalous Pamphlet 
to be written Hy tome of his Mercenaries, 
wherein that Gentleman's (has acter was tra— 
duced and wiliſy'd after the moſt outragious 
Manner; well knowing that this would 
produce a Proper Reply trom a G-atleman of 
his Honour and Spirit. In the mean While, 
to icreen himſelf from the Imputation of 
being the Author or Auviſer ot luch a fcur— 
rilous Libel, he cauſed it artiully to be re- 
ported by his dark Emiſſaries, that it was 
written by a gallant and brave young Noble- 
man, who ſcorn'd ſuch a villanous Action. 


T141s had the deſired Effect; for the abuſed 
Gentleman, fd with the Reproaches caſt 
upon him undelervedly in that Pam pllet, 
and that by oc (as he imagined) hom he 
had never in the leaſt injured, immediatel 
wrote an Auſier fall of Spirit, wherein he diſ- 
played the Cardizal's Blunders, Corruption, and 
Oppr .in, in ſuch a glaring Light, that all 
Men of S-#{> and Honour were ſhock'd at ſuch 
a Scene of Tniquity as was open'd therein, in 
the Purſuit of this Undertakiag fome /evere 
Strokes were level'd at the ſuppojed Author, 

which. 


( 41 ) 


which the young Nobleman highly reſenting, 
he ſent a formal C allenge to the Gentleman, 
This was jult what /e) had foreteen and 
wanted; tor, /ays this infernal Politician, tis 
almoſt impoſſibie, conrlidering how much 
they are cxaſperated againſt each other, but 
one of them mult fall in the Encounter; and 
theo, whatever Way it happens, I ſhall get 

rid ot a formidable Enemy; tor either he will 

fall by his Adverſary's Sword ; or it he ſhouid 

| get the better, and kill him, he mult neceſ- 
ſarily fall by the Hand of Juſtice. 


However, the dark Scheme, as artfully as 
| it was laid; did not take effet ; for the 
7 Gentleman came very honourably off of the 

Encounter, having wounded his Adverſary 
; flightly in ſeveral Pla es, and receiv'd but 
5 one flight Wound himſeli, to the infinite Mor- 
. tificarton of the Cardinal, 


Our worthy Miniſter had one excillent Fa- 
culty, which was, that he was very fruitful in 
Expcdients; hut had this Misfortune, that they 
were generally attended with very ill Succels; 
inſomuch that he was often put to his ſhifts 
tor ſome new Stratagem to gain Time; it being 
his conſtant and favourite Maxim, That he 
that gains Time, gains all, But of all his In- 
ventions, that upon which he chiefly valued 
himſelt, and indeed which was his principrl 
Security, and the main Reaſon of his conti- 
nuing ſo long in Poker, was his Contrivancè 
to ſecure himſelf a Majority in Parliament, 
which he did two Ways: 1 
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I have already promis'd, that the whole 
Secret and Art of his Adminiſtration conſiſted 
in Bribery ; now by Bribery L don't only mean 
Preſents in Money, Jewels, &c. but whatever 
may bean Inducement to any Perlon to eſpouſe 
the Intereſt of a Man, whole Conduct he wow'd 
not otherwiſe approve; and conſequently is 
equivalent to a Bribe. 


Now Wolſey had an admirable Knack at 
diſcovering the Blind ſide of Mankind; where- 
fore iſ a leading Member had a large Eſtate, 
and was haught) and vain-zlorious, he never 
offer d to tempt him with a Place or Pen- 


ſion, but wonld try if he was Proof againſt a 


Title, or a Ribbon. On the other hand, it 
Avarice was the prevailing Paſſion, a good 
Place or Penſion always prov'd an irreſiſtable 
Charm. 


Bur as there is no Convenience without 
ſome Inconveniency, there not being a ſuffici- 
ent Number of Plaz2s, to aſlure him a Majo- 
rity of Creatures, even with the Aſhſtance 
of thoſe who were gain'd by T itles ; and con- 
terring Penſions upon the reſt was found very 
b:rthznſome and impracticable; he had recourſe 
to another Method, which fully antwer'd his 
Purpoſe, and of which he had the Merit to be 
the firſt Inventor. 

THis was, that there being ſeveral very 


lucrative Offices and Employments in tha rk 
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ſuch as that of Lord High Admiral, &c. which 
uſed to be conferr'd upon ſingle Perſons, but 
yet whole Salaries might very well ſuffice tor 
6 or 7 ot his Creatures, inſtead oi one who 
by the greatneſs of his Office, and having con- 
ſtant Acceſs to the Xing, might have given 
him Umbrage. 


It was thought, but upon what Grounds 
I know not, that Henry VIII. who, as I have 
before obſerv'd, was a diſcerning Prince, law 
the Avarice and Ambition ot his Mi iſter, 
long before he diveſted him of his Emp'oy- 
ments, and even that he hated and dcpiiid 
him. The only Reaton that was afſiz..: wr 
his not caſhiering him ſooner, was be In- 
fluence he had gain'd over the Com u,, by 
Corruption, whereby he was enabled to ſup— 
ply the King with larger Sublidies, than Þ 
1 been granted to, an) Engliſh Me- 
narch, 


Nox was this Influence confin'd to the 
Commons only, tor he had likewiſe a conſi- 
derable Intereſt in the Houſe ot Peers ; nei— 
ther is this much to be wondred at, when 
one conſiders that all Preterments, even Bi— 
{hopricks, coming thro? his hands, and Loaves 
ond Fiſhes being great Temptations, it was tor 
the Advantage of thoſe Prel-tes that deſired 
Tranſlations to vote on his Side, without 


which, it was well known, they had no room 
to hope for them, 
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( 44 ) 7 


AccorninaGLy, never was Man better 


ſerv'd by that R—4 B than the Car- 


dinal. ot which they give very extraordina- 


ry Inſtances, particularly upon a certain Oc- 
calion, when a Bill having paſs'd the Com- 
mos, which gave the Miniſter great Unea- 
ſineſs, it being thought that it would un- 
doubtediy have paſs'd the other Houle, el- 
peciallv as it no Ways related to them, it 
was ihbrown cut purely by their Influence: 
In ſhort, to uſe a military Expreſſion, they 
were his choiceit Troop:, upon whom he 
could reiy, whenever any deſperate Service 
was to be dune. 


Bu rT the moſt extraordinary Qualifica - 
tion of this Peu of a Miniſter was his 
uncommon Skill in managing Negoriations ; 
herein he was ſo great a Maſter, that he 
was juſtly eſteem'd the Nonpareil of his 
Age. Our Neighbours beheld his Treaties 
with Wonder and Surprize ; apprehending, 
no doubt, and that not without Reaſon, 


that a Nation, over whoſe Councils ſuch a 


conſummate Politician preſided, muſt neceſ- 
ſarily become formidable to the reſt of Eu- 
rope, 


NeiTHER was his Addreſs in holding the 
Fallance of Europe leſs admirable, inſomuch 
that it acquired the Perſon, whom he chiefly 
entruſted with carrying on his moſt impor- 
tant Negotiations, the honourable Appella- 

tion 
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tion of Mr. Ballance. This was apparent to 
the whole World, by his artiul ſhiting Al- 
liances, for that purpoſe ; joining firſt with 
France, to curb the exorbitant Po er of the 
Houſe of Auſtria; and aiterwards uniting 
with the Emperor, to put a Stop to the am- 
bitious Defigns ot France. 


To lay Irony aſide, he was the moſt in- 
comprehenſible Plunderer that ever harraſs'd 
and oppreſs'd a poor injur'd Nation; and fo 
fatal were his Blunders, that he involv'd the 
Kingdom with all her Neighbours round; 
and at laſt brought Matters to that paſs, by 
multiplying Treaties and Alliances with Po- 
tentates whoſe Intereſts lay directly oppoſite, 
that *cwas impoſſible to contrive a new 
Treaty, which would not embroil her with 
one of them, 


It is not to be imagined that a Miniſter, 
who (by his Miſmanagement) had almoſt 
brought the moſt flourithing People in the 
Univerſe to the Brink of Deſtruct ion, ſhould 
always proſper in his Villany, or be able al- 
ways to delude a Monarch of the greateſt 
Spirit; and proſtitute the Glory of a Prince, 
who was noted for the moſt perſonal Bravery 
of any Prince in Europe. 


Ta E Time now drew nigh, when this 
rapacious, infamous PLUNDERER was to 
ſuffer condign Puniſhment ; and to fhew the 
Fatality that attended this Wretch, he brought 
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it upon himſelf entirely by his own Fault; 
and that by a Blunder, which no- body who 
had been ſo long converſant in Courts, but 
ſuch a Noodle as himſelf would have com- 
mitted. 


T4 1s was, that the King having a certain 


Point very much ac Heart, which he was 


very delicous of gaining, but which he could 
no well do, without the Concurrence of his 
Miniſter; it being to be tranſacted at a Fo- 

dige Court, here Wolſey was known to have 
ſeme L. cercit; His Majeſty ſounded him there- 
upon, and he at firit ſcem'd very ready to aſ- 
ſut lum in his Defigo, becauſe it agreed with 
fume private Ends of his own, which he had in 
vim But upon better diving into the Afﬀair, 
the Cardinal found an Article at the bottom ; 
of which he had at firſt no Sulpicion ; and 
which he ima gin'd, one Day or other, might 


be the means of undermining his preſent 


Grandeur. There needed no more than this 
to make him oppoſe it with his utmoſt Pow- 
er, Fear and J-alouſy of Rivals, being his pre- 
dominant Paſſions. Neverthelels, this am- 
bitious Stateſman durſt not openly thwart 
the Inclinations of his Sovereign, wherefore 
he ſent private Orders to his Agents at that 
Court, in whom he could confide, to find 
{ome means or other to protract, and ſpin 
out the Negotiation by affected Delays, ho- 
ping thereby to wear out Henrys Patience, 
and make him abandon his Deſign. 
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Bur this could not be carried on fo ſecret- 
ly, but that Hees Enemies, (who had been 
long watchiul for his Ruin) had Information 
thereof, and accordingly acquaiared the King 
how vilely this unworthy Miniſter trifled 
with his Majeſty. 


HEN RH, who was naturally impaticnt, 
f1*d at the Affront, eſpecially when he re- 
ceived daily Informations of the Oppreſſions 
wherewith he had loaded the People, un- 
known to Him; as alio that he had de- 
ſigned to render himſelf independent of 
Him, by purchaſing a Sovereignty abroad ; 
to which End he had amalsd ſuch an im- 
menſe Treaſure, as never before was in the 
Poſſeſſion of a Subject; Part of which he 
had already remitted abroad. 


Tuts compleated his Ruin; for the King 
then thought it was hi2h Time to ſeize of 
the Remainder, which he accordingly did; 
and diveſting him of all his Employments 
and Honours, excepting his Eccleſiaſtical 


Dignities, whereof he could not deprive him, 


order'd him to retire to his Arch-biſhoprick 
of Tork, and not fiir from thence ar his 
Peril. 


Hes EUrox the Cardinal ſet out for ſork, 
but reach'd no farther than Cawerth before he 
died of a broken Heart, utterly unlamented 
by all but his own Creatures, It was univer- 


ſally 


4 4 — . ** 3 gf * . 
g » * = 
1 * > 
% 4 Nn 
© ® T 7 e 
n PX * N 

. * "% £4458 7 ' 

9 „ * 


** » © , OY 
+ » 1.5 3 * = * 
7 - 
. . 
3 * 4 C4 0 
' . 1 «  & © Lo" 
C . = = 
w #4. \ l « 5 
a - | 
£ * 1 
- 
"2 1 * 


ſally elieved that nothing but his Eccleſiaſti- - 
cal'Wapacity, whereof no King could at that 
Time take cogniſance, prevented his feeling 
ſeverer Marks of Hepry's Diſpleaſure; and that 
otherwiſe he would have graced the Scaffold 
or the Gallows, as well as ſeveral Traytors 
5 evil Miniſters have done before and 
. 
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To conclude, having brought this Wretch 
to his melancholy Exit, I ſhall only add this 
hearty With for the Proſperity of Old England, 


F any ſuch there is within this State, 
Thus prays the Maſe, and let this be his Fate, 
No more let Whig and Tory Patriots jar, 
But azainſt * Wolley mage eternal War, 

Let all unite his Treaſons to detect, 

And let him feel what Traytors ought expect, 


Quere. Whether, if inſtead of Molſey at 
length, we had put W , we ſhould nor 
have been brought in guilty of a Libel a- 
gainſt Mr. Wa:{izgham, in theſe critical Times. 
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